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the savages regarding this stream lead them to suppose that, by
ascending it far enough, they might gain other rivers which
would furnish the long-sought passage to the Western Sea. Near
the mouth of the Ohio, they find rich deposits of iron ore. They
now begin to experience the torment of mosquitoes.

Somewhat farther down, they encounter a band of savages,
who at first appear to be hostile ; they prove, however, to be “as
frightened as we were,” and soon become pacified. Again, at
the mouth of St. Francis river, they are in danger of losing
their lives, being attacked by the Mitchigameas, who dwell
there. In this emergency, they are saved by displaying the
calumet which the Illinois gave them. On the next day they
proceed to the mouth of the Arkansas, where another tribe
dwells. These savages are friendly, and warn them that they
cannot go farther without great danger.

At this point, Marquette and Joliet take counsel together as
to their next proceeding. They are now well satisfied that the
great river, on which they have voyaged more than a thousand
miles, flows into the Gulf of Mexico. If they advance, they
are in danger of imprisonment, and perhaps death—thus risk-
ing the loss of all that they have gained from their long and
perilous journey. Accordingly, they begin (July 17) their re-
turn voyage; but this time they ascend the Illinois and Des
Plaines rivers, and enter Lake Michigan by the Chicago river.
They stop on the way to visit a Kaskaskia band, who desire
Marquette to come again to instruct them; also the Peorias,
where he baptizes a dying child, which alone repays the mis-
sionary for his long and toilsome journey. At the close of Sep-
tember, they reach the De Pere mission.

Dablon writes (August 1, 1674) to his superior in France,
giving an account of the recent discovery of the Missis-
sippi by Joliet and Marquette, obtained from reports made
by the former. He describes the extent and course of the great
river, and mentions the tribes dwelling upon its shores. The
savages of that region appear gentle and friendly. At the first
village that they enter, a magnificent calumet—the pipe of
peace—is presented to the Frenchmen. The beauty and fer-
tility of that country, the abundance of game, and the mildness



